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Vegetable Pickers Strike; More Expected Out In Southern Calif. Fields 


One Week Te Rally Gallagher Vote 


Five Million In Anti-Hitler Vote; Masses Write In ‘Thaelmann’ 
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Cuban Telegraphers Strike 100 Per Cent. 


HAVANA, Aug. 20.--Completely paralyzing communications 
throughout Cuba, 3,000 workers of the mail and government telegraph 
service are on strike under the leadership of the revolutionary Opposi- 
tion of the Telegraphers’ Association. Carrying off all bulbs and 
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to be only a campaign against Communists. 


California threw themselves against our Party. 


an opportunity to answer with proof that he is not. 
these Democratic candidates. 
wan‘s to assure these souls that, they have nothing to fear. 
some lady recently placing Mrs. Roosevelt’s name in a 


Who’s Who. 
publicity stunt. 


Party platform. 


those “who have a chance.” 


masses 


old Parties. con be seen from the registration figures. 


PAMPY. 
the two main capitalist Parties. 


TION CAMPAIGN, 


* 


t ! nee ee 
WESTERN WORKER Sieeraltay: Rewels OK 
: ‘hursday, August 23, i 
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and how can members of the MUNIST - og eh y alld gal the efforts and trickéry 
Upton Sinclair, w +s ‘ working class get justice?” the HEARD OF = : oe of the Sacramento police couldn't 
a si tains nclair, when he joined the Democratic Party, so as to be} answer printed was, “There is no STRICE ' AND THOUS ~ Friends: stop Leo Gallagher from speaking 
ite for governor, set out—so he said—to bring “Socialism” ‘bili saaet : UKE: A eee he worker : ighe 7 
to th : ; . & possibility of justice under a class ERS to the workers here tonight jor 
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against the Communist Party has been increasing right along reach- — Bees Ha regan: LINE VOTE FORME munists Indicted For Perjury." You have read in the columns of that First. after all arrangement 
Pt A ; . SY : e ss > to enfe > a syste ; ‘ ; ais : ‘ a a} arrangemen 
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Although Sinclair’s chief efforts at present are directed to de-|,,,, 


fending himself against being “slandered” Communist, and for a 
“clean” campaign, he is displaying his own political rascality. In his 
answer to Wardell he states that his endorsement of many movemenis 
for 2 ficht against fascism, war, or defense of political prisoners and 
constitutional rights, was not authorized. That his name was placed 
on many appeals and Committees without his even knowing about it. 
That he has ceased to support these organizations years ago. This is 
only an example of the mess of lies Sinclair has himself entangled in, 
in his effort to prove to the capitalists that they needn’t fear him. 

Will anyone believe that Sinclair was so helpless that for years 
he would just remsin silent, while the wicked “reds” had him en- 
dorsing everything under the sun? To support his efforts to lie him- 
self out of his previous “crimes” Sinclair joins with Hynes of the 
Red Squad, and claims that many of those organizations are just 
“camouflage for Communist organizations” and that he never “know- 
ingly sponsored any of them.” 


All the Earmarks of a Politician. 


Perhops the best example which proves Sinclair only a cheap 
capitalist politician, who would avoid “embarrassing” issues, is his 
complete silence during the General Strike or the vigilante raids. 
There was ample time for him to make up his mind, as the strike 
lasted for three whole months. He boasts that in 1923 he was arrest. 
ed in San Pedro during the marine strike then, because he tried to 
read the Constitution in public. But where was he in this situation? 

The Daily Worker finally smoked him out on the raids. His 
reply was an attack against the Communists, because we arouse “pop- 
ular opinion against us.” (How well he knows what “popular opin- 
ion” is! Read his Brass Check) His position on the strike is fully 
in line with that of Merriam. but it isn’t practical to express such 
opirion during the campeign. After all, his main effort is among the 
middle class and working clements whom he is trying to confuse. 

Trade unions and Epic Clubs which have endorsed Sinclair would 
do well to examine his position on the burning issues which we 
nelaatly fi..e now, and not be lulled by his “Epic utopia.” After ail, 
caat we find more fundament-l issues affecting the lives of the masses 
then wages, the right to strike, the rights of free speech, assemblage 
and press, or the use of militia in strikes? 

It is these issues which are the heart of the Coramunist platform 
and it includes a clear-cut plank on each. 

Sincleir is only a bridge over which the bosses want to pull the 
discon’ented masses back into their fold. 

Working people, poor farmers, and small taxpayers, will find 
that only the Communist Party is theirs. Every one of its planks is 
backed by constant self-sacrificing activity in the daily struggle for 
each. 


The Fight on High Prices 


The decision of the U. S. Supreme Court declaring that consum- 
ers have a right to picket stores charging high prices is an important 
victory for the workers. But es in every other case if the victory is 
not utilized it will be meaningless. 

The decision was made when the Bakery Owners’ Association in 
New York asked for an injunction against pickets of the “174th St. 
Neighborhood Association” conducting a strike against increases in 
bread prices. 

The Supreme Court senses the mass indignation against the high 
cost of living, and an attempt to stop picketing would meet with the 
sar-e failure that greeted the government non-strike edict. 


i the main effort of the administration towards holding off the 
inevitable mass struggle against high prices, is to try to build up 
confidence that the government will do the job. This accounts for 
the recent publicity along that line in the orthodox “New Deal” 
papers such as the San Francisco News. The slogan is: “Back the 
Administration In It’s Fight Against Profiteers.” 

That might sound good if the administration would really fight 
rising prices) BUT THE VERY OPPOSITE IS THE POLICY. 
Our readers are well aware of the many steps taken—inflation, crop 
destruction, more monopolies because of the NRA, code prices, etc. 


THE GOVERNMENT COULD NO MORE BE TRUSTED 
WITH KEEPING PRICES DOWN THAN IT COULD IN EN- 
FORCING EVEN THOSE ADVANTAGES WHICH THE NRA 
PROMISED TO THE WORKERS. 


Take Fight In Your Qwn Hands. 


The workers find that wherever they want union recognition and 
better working conditions, they have to strike. he legal apparatus 
established to enforce codes is only a clever scheme to give workers 
the “run-around” or a decision against them. 

SO IT WILL TAKE THE SAME KIND OF ACTION ON 
THE COST OF LIVING, IF WORKERS ARE TO PRESERVF 
AT LEAST THco BUYING POWER OF. THE PRESENT PAY 
ENVELOPE. 

The situation will become very much more serious within a fev 
weeks. The Department of Agriculture at Washington estimates tha‘ 
there will be a shortage of as much as 30 per cent of the needs in 
wheat and other of the basic food products. The very anticipation of 
this situation is already causing a price jump, which will probably 
reach the 1929 level soon. BUT HOW CLOSE ARE WAGES TO 


THE 1929 LEVEL? 

The workers must take matters in their own hands. As prover 
in many neighborhood struggles, a price-rise can be checked. Ofter 
a few effective demonstrations of consumers against the grocer: 
companies is enough to give them a hint of what they can expect 
—mass picketing, boycott, loss of customers, etc. 

But for such a movement to be effective, organization is neces- 
sary. In these organizations, especially the housewives play a very 
important role. It is increasingly evident that as matters face 2 
workers’ family now, all must take part in the struggle to keep the 
pay envelope somewhere near the necessary amount. 

Organizing for this task is comparatively simple. It only takes a 
few in the neighborhood to initiate a meeting in someone’s home. 
Prices of essential products should be discussed through comparison. 
A Neighborhood Committee is elected which is the spokesman in all 
dealings with the stores. Any name suitable can be given the or- 
ganization formed, but it must be always kept intact, and have its 
eyes open. 

It is also very important to remember that the main attention 
should be given to the chain and large stores. It. is these who in- 
fluence the prices most, and yield big profits to the rich owners. 


unmistakable air of a man 
with a grouch on. The other} 
customers all stared into their 
glasses, sensing the presence of 


a hoodlum who might try to pick 
a fight. 


“Come on, Joe. Shake the lead | 
out o’' yer pants.” He began) 


slapping his hand on the bar. 


\ ary 


“Whiskey sour. And make it 
strong.” 

“Ves, sir. It’s very cold out 
tonight, isn’t it?” 

“It's a hell of a night. Make 


it snappy, will you?” 
His eye caught a man sitting 

at a table down at the end of the 

They waved mutual greet- 

T 

1 


room. 

ngs. He bounced a quarter on 
the bar and then proceeded to- 
ward his friend with the bellig- | 


erent, rolling gait of a man who 
aas too many muscles and not 
enough work. 

“How's it, Al?’ 

~ Not CO 
Pete?” 


Pete settled 


t himself heavily in 
a chair and began twirling his 
glass around the hardwood 
surface of the table making circu- 
of the moisture. 


OF 


patterns 


ve) 


“Aw, I don’t feel so good, Al; 
['m kinda disgusted.” 
“Whattsa matter? Yer job get- 


tin’ you down?” 

“Yeah, I'm gettin’ fed up with 
this chasin’ reds all over the lot. 
d sooner be pack in the old beer 
racket.” 


That's done and gone now. 
What's the matter with the red 
squad business? I thought you 
said it was a cinch.” 

“Aw, kerist, I don’t know. 
They're always ballin’ me _ out. 
Ballin’ me out! Kin you imagine 
that?” 

“Whyn't you give right back 
at "em ?” 

“That’s what’s gettin’ me sore. 
[ aint got no come back. These 
goddam reds aint human. You 
can't do a thing with ’em. That’s 


what I tell the big shots, but they 


won't listen. ‘Clean ’em up,’ they 
say. ‘Run ’em out o’ town, ‘I 
can't,- “h. -say: They're like a 
bloomin’ bunch o’ eels. It’s like 
tryin’ to strangle a ghost. Noth- 
ing don’t scare ‘em. But they 
wont beleve me.” 

“How many of ‘em are there?” 

“How many? Kerist, they must 
be millions of ‘em. What happens 
three wecl ago? I rounds up 
the whole outl.—what | thought. 
L call bunch o° the boys 
trou Cl l Ch] e do it. J 
smashes ik y red hall im 
town. I pinches every one I can 
get n hand s on and went to a 
lot « louses and drags ’em 
out o' bed L haul m all down 
to the n and has locked 
Hb the: Can hi. L ot to the 
Chik f and say There! { got the 


whole gang of ‘em in one_job. 
Whadda you think o’ that?’ Then 
by the time I get home there’s a 
leaflet under the door callin’ me a 
thue and tellin’ the whole town 
about it. They stuck ’em under 
all the doors in town. Even the 


Chief got one and the next morn- 
ing he balls the can off me. 
Whadda vou gonna do in a case 
like that? They starts grindin’ 
away. at those bloomin’ muimeo- 
craphs and the next thing you 
know you got the whole town 


jown on your neck howlin’ about 
-he workers’ rights.” 


of him. Jll] country’s sort o’ gone all haywire. 


try to knock it out 

just give him a good fatherly sort] Sometimes I get discouraged. You 
o’ talk. He was a young sort o’| know how a guy feels. I do the 
kid and I thinks I'll try talkin’ to} best I can. 1 slugs ‘em, and 


him and see what happens. threatens ‘em, and sends ’em to 


‘Listen here, kid,’ 1 tells him. | jail, and tries to reason with ‘em, 
‘You oughtn’t to be goin’ around} but it just don’t do no good. 
|sayin’ there aint no God and that} There they go last night and paint 
| the workin’ stiffs should organize.| ALT. WAR FUNDS TO THE 
(That aint no way for a real Am-|trnEyIpLOYED all over the 
erican to behave himself. What's] 77s Va Bees eat “of 
got into you anvhow? W hat’s Bly . Aye EE eee hd * 
your racket? Whadda you think wine Major Dickson 2) ae his 
ies patch ae ; talk on patriotism and prepared 
| “Does: he give me 2 senslefe on 3 eNO PEERS they re 
suis Na Tens wie he wee march all the unemployed 
answer no questions without his | dow n to the Mayor's office howlin 
lawyer. Tells me it’s his rights.” sisal Oia j : 

“What didja say to that?” yOu gonna be the aint 
“Tl asks him twice more and cha? ; 
'then I kicked the livin’ Jesus out] . >Ur I'm gonna be there all 
o him. It don’t do no good, ) tight But I’m not kiddin’ my- 
though. You can’t reason with self y more, Al. Well bust 
lthose guys.” em up and crack a few skulls 
“Thev're a bunch of foreieners,}and throw a bunch of ‘em in the 
aint they? Why dontcha ‘em|can, but what good will it do 
jut o’ the country?” |No good at all. It's the same 
“That’s the rub. Thev aint for-|thimg time after time alter time 
leieners. Most of ’em’s Americans | [he more you slug "em the more | 
just. ike vou and ime. Some ot} they come right back at you. You 
‘em’s dames. You can’t tell who's | get rid o' one and two more come 
a red. You see a swell lookin’| oUt o’ nowhere. 
skirt on the corner and she's just] “i tel! vou, Al, I’m sorta dis- 
as like to have a bunch o’ leaflets couraged about the whole thing 


OUT OF THE HELL-HOLE 
OF SACRAMENTO JAIL 


o City Jail, 


pomar 


Aue 


pacrament 


Grectings To My Comrades and Friends Outside: 


Just finished drinking the milk sent us by 
Defense and want to thank the workers for their solidarity that made 
it possible for the J. L. D. to send this as well as fruit, tobacco, etc. 


The comrades in here are in wonderful spirits even though some 


are suffering badly from the effects of fourteen days in the 
drunk tank. : 
The drunk tank is about 25 by ii a ee 

30 feet and 12 feet high. In one | cursed us, slugeged us and tortured 
corner 1s a receptacle Tor sanitary us, be fall to be polite. Officers 
purposes and’ in the other i 4 whi beat our Chinese comrade 
water faucet for washing and | and tortured him until he went 
drinking. Under the faucet is 4/mad and was railroaded to the 
continual pool of water, soaked]asylum, suddenly became gentle 


thought it was a 
trying 


At first we 
trick—that they were 
throw us off our guard. 


* Striking Back. 


Then we found out what had 
happened. Our comrades on the 
outside had been busy. They had 
heard our exposure of jail condi- 
tions in the courts and had ral- 
lied mass support. Leaflets had 
covered the whole town, protests 
i had poured in, the Western Work- 
er had continued publication. The 
fascists were being answered by 


up by the concrete floor and giv- 
ing the tank a damp and musty 
atmosphere. Three _ platforms 
about 6 by 8 feet made of heavy 
timber, with no mattress or blan- 
kets, take the place of beds. They 
were not large enough to hold the 
22 comrades in the tank, we 
had to take turns sleeping on the 
concrete floor. It was impossible 
to sleep unless you were abso- 
lutely exhausted. 


to 


So 


* “Refuse to Answer.” 


Added to this were the boister- 


ous drunks, lunatics and provoca- working class solidarity. New 
teurs and constant fights which leaders had sprung up to take our 
made it impossible to sleep even places—maybe better leaders. The 
when in a stupor. Some nights | Movement they sought to crush 


they would pile as many as sev- by fascist violence was striking 


enty drunks into the small tank back stronger than before. 
with us. The stench of vomit, sb Pa Rae sae ; ; 
Alth and body odors, with the]:, W ive y still faced W ith railroad- 
lack of ventilation, gave many ing trials in the capitalist courts 
gaeaient aot Bes beet “7: |on the anti-labor vagrancy and 
comrades piercing headaches. In] 7... Er ask Seca A 
bee andition we Auete taken. ee criminal syndicalism_ laws. But 
ie aig aiag tok act a goes: we face these trials with the 
lto be questioned, examined or]. deus it ‘ 
l“mugged” again and again. Half}, nowledge that the strength of 
> ark RIES 4 the working class is behind us, 


sick, asleep on our feet and won- 
ldering what next, our brains only 
' functioned enough to tell us “say 
lnothing—refuse to answer.” 


not only in California and the U. 
S. A., but over the whole world. 
The fascists struck at us in morial 
fear of our _ strength. That 


Despite our sick and exhausted strength can never be defeated. 


“Whyn’'t cha get tough with : 
nde: : state, we elected a defense coun- . . 
en?” State, we electe La de Soba Raising the slogan, MORE 
pie bt aa | ee cil, prisoners’ comfort committee, POWER TO THE WORKERS 
pe ey ‘io : pet th en! crievance committee, and — laid OWER TO THE WORKERS, 
a sn an oa sts Von plans to fight for workers’ rightsjand giving our comradely solidar- 
5 hae ag fe must be nuts. 2OUlin court; to expose the jail-con-|ity with workers in fields, facto- 
can slug ‘ein till they're half dead ditions at every opportunity : IB is, Te 
and out they go and do the same sere i : ries, Hoovervilles, soup lines and 
thing over again. Nothin’ scares Three. times we went to 
: eh yeaa eet : d 
ne I tell you. hey aint nat Vonr fellow) worker: 
ura PINT ; : y 
oT : : : MARTIN WILSON 
I never heard o’ such a Fa aa weaken our defense by wrecking Ge : ? 
24 in the Sacramento 


d— thing.” 


“Of course you aint. But you 


int heard the payoff yet. Whad- 
la vou think they get for all 
this?” 
_ “I. dunno. Whadda they pay 
em? 


“Nothin!” 
“Did you say nothin’?” 


For the 


us physically and demoralizing us, c+ : 
City: Tails 
PET OMNES TE ET CELE DS ON ST 


THE GREAT WEST COAST 
MARINE STRIKE 


* Like Getting Out. 


For fourteen days we were in 
the drunk tank. Then strange 
things began to happen. They 
took us out of the tank and put 
us in- cells with bunks, basins and 
They were little steel 


(By Sam Darcy) 


lavatories. 


_ “That's just what I said. Noth-| cages, hardly room to turn Owing to unusual stress of 

ee nae ae a around, two bunks to a cell, straw work, the fourth instalment of 

ie aint Cfappin. mes mattresses and a concrete floor, Darcy’s analysis of the marine 
“I’m tellin’ you the straight|but what an improvement over : 

’, : ty, Fr trike was not ready wh w 

oods, they aint a dime in it|the drunk tank! It was almost paw >. Bat de a ex 

or ‘em. like being let out or jail. went to press. It will positively 


“Well what in the hell do they 
do it for?” ~ ; 


cern 
ee epee 


appear in the next issue. 
CE RAR CRE TLIO IS IEE 


the | Jails, 
court. Three times we protested 
against the attempt of fascists to 


We didn’t realize at’ first what 
3ulls who had 


had happened. 


| 


| 


the International Labor| MUNIST! 


ginning of the drive against our Party. 


PARTY SUCCESSFULLY SURVIVED 
THIS ATTACK! The ‘Western Worker’? reappeared. Street 
meetings and mass meetings in our halls were held again. Civil suits 
for damages have been instituted against the City by all workers’ halls. 
Several victories have been won in the so-called Courts of justice. 
Mass distribution of literature and our platform goes on daily. 

The history of the development of fascism in Italy, Germany, 
shows that in California the ruling class follows the same path. Since 


BUT OUR 


the boss class cannot terrorize the Communist Party into illegality | 


through raids, beatings, shootings, arrests, jail sentences, they now 
endeavor to intimidate those people who signed our petitions and try to 
pin “‘perjury’” on the workers who collected the signatures——PREPAR- 
ATORY TO TAKING THE PARTY OFF THE BALLOT! 
We challenge Major Collins, Registrar of Voters. in San Fran- 
cisco, to explain to us why hundreds of names of bona fide registered 


voters were disqualified, only because they had changed their place of 


residence, AND IN EVERY INSTANCE REGISTERED THIS 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS! 


FELLOW WORKERS! 


DO NOT ALLOW THEM TO INTIMIDATE YOU 
WITH “THIRD DEGREES” AND NEWSPAPER 
SLANDER. 

TELL THEM YOU SIGNED THE PETITION BE- 
CAUSE YOU BELIEVE THE COMMUNIST PARTY 
SHOULD BE ON THE BALLOT IN CALIFORNIA! 


SUPPORT THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN ITS 
STRUGGLE FOR LEGALITY! SUPPORT THE COM- 
MUNIST PROGRAM FOR UNEMPLOYMENT  INSUR- 
ANCE, HIGHER WACES, RIGHT TO ORGANIZE, 
STRIKE, PICKET, AGAINST POLICE AND VIGILANTE 
TERROR, AGAINST IMPERIALIST WAR! 
STRENGTHEN OUR STRUGGLE ACAINST 
FASCISM BY JOINING THE COMMUNIST PARTY! 

Comradely yours, 
ELECTION CAMPAIGN COMMITTEE, 
COMMUNIST PARTY OF U. S. A., 
California District. 


Prepare The Party Anniversary 


On September Ist the Communist Party of the U. S. will 
fifteen years old. 

_ Fifteen years since that memorable convention when the rev 
tionists within the American labor movement launched the Americ 
Section of the Communist International. 


To anyone who paid attention to events in the United State: 
since then, it should be obvious that our Party has experienced a 
steady process of development. It is continually hammering itself 


into shape for the big job of leading in the abolition of capitalism 
and replacing it by a workers’ and farmers’ government. 

Our Party today is far stronger, better organized and more ex- 
perienced. It has a broader in‘luence, its membership is now more 
t cross-section of the Americar working class, and the Party's ap- 
proach to the workers is inuch more clearly understood. 


The fifteen vears of the Party’s history is rich in lessons for the 
workers of the United States. It had to weather a period of illegal- 
ity, struggles with the union bureaucrats, and factional strife. It gave 
leadership to some of the biggest struggles in U. S. history. In short, 
our Party's history will bring us from the period when it was over- 
whelmingly of foreign-born, isolated, very much disorganized and 
hardly able to even get a hearing among the workers, to this moment 
when its influence is so great in such historic strikes as the recent 
ones on the West Coast. 


It should 


A Party anniversary is not a mere birthday celebration. 
This 


be a review of our experiences, which are continually enriched. 
s what we should strive to make of the 15th anniversary. 

On the Coast, in view of the Party’s recent achievements, the 
great progress made by our Party is even more vividly described. 

OUR ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS SHOULD BE A 
MEANS OF GIVING AN ACCOUNT OF OUR. PARTY TO 
GREAT MASSES OF WORKERS. 

There is no better way to convince workers to join our Party. 

All towns should make immediate arrangements. Prepare litera- 
ture on the subject. Make the celebrations educational! Show the 
workers why it is that the Communists are the chief target ot the 
Fascists! 


WESTERN WORKER, 
37 Grove St., | 
San Francisco, Calif. 


Enclosed please find: 
$2.00, 1 year — $1.00, 6 months — 60c for 


for my swhbscription. 


3 months, 
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Name 
Street Address Ce EE SOO) ce ek 3 Ohad eek tee ee cewad 
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VOTE COM. | 


mass pressure of the 
ticularly of the United States, as 
the Nazis. are eager to maintain a 
good position in ‘the eves of the 
Americans. Be 


Against San Pedro 
Seaman Dismissed 


BREAK TOM SHARPE'S LEG 
| IN JAIL, AND THEN 
CHARCE ASSAULT 


| 
}, t-O ANGELES, Aw l6o— 
| he case of Pom Sharpe, whose 
| te was shattered by Policeman 
Strand of the San Pedro Red 
Squad in the San Pedro jail, was 
lismissed on motion of the prose 
cut when : ane | ( up for re 
trial on Aueust Orivinalls 
the jury had disagreed in spite ¢ 
onclusive prool that Sharpe di 
Ot ATLA svtt | S cata ed. 
stra rel tL tiie othe POUL 
| lane evs testified that Sharpe's Te 
Pwas broken when he resisted it 
hee on the strec 
thas t SWOT hy Sharpe 
and in the possession of the West 
ern Worker proves that after be 
rested r ) Wu what 
eV Sharpe was taken to the 
{Sa Pedro. police station, take: 
lit dark hailway, and brutally 
bed about the lees by the of 
|} fice Then tl bull vrabbed his 
j riseht foot and twisted it inward- 
ly until the bones cracked. 
if he Illustrated News, Los 
\ngele ipiialist sheet, the writ 
I i The Spoilieht column ad 
mits thet tli sort. of brutality 
vas don b San Vedro police O1 
ut feast ti 


Yas] 1 
helpl ss comrades 


German Workers 
| Risk Life For 
| Thaetmana Fight 


BERLIN, Germany, Aug. 14.— 
the fight io save Ernst Thael- 
mann, imprisoned leader of the 
German Communist Party, from 
the Nazi executioners, world- 
wide. Dut the most heroic ex- 
ample of the whole campaign oc- 
-urred last week when under con- 
litions of the greatest terrorism, 
0,000 ileaally printed leaflets ap- 
reared throughout the city de- 
manding his freedom. Appearing 
suddenly and carried out with the 
speed of efiicient organization, 
they were distributed to workers 
in factories and on the streets. 
The workers in the neighborhood 
of the Public Welfare Office in 
Pankov, Berlin, got thousands of 
them before the Nazi police ap- 
peared. In the suburbs, Young 
Communists posted big posters 
and handbills on the fences, trees 
and houses, demanding Thael- 
mann’s release. 

Joseph Goebbels, Nazi Minister 


Ss 


of Propaganda, is trying to use 
Thaelinann's “trial” before — the 
Hitler death courts as a_ signal 


for an intensified drive against the 
Communists on the claim that the 
growing crisis in Germany is “due 
o Communists’ sabotage.” But 
he is meéting with opposition 
from another faction which con- 
tends that they dare not risk a 
trial right now because of a situa- 
tion marked with peasant resist- 
ance to taxes, increasing strikes, 
the bad international situation of 
Germany, and particularly the 
wave of international protest 
against the trial. The tremend- 
ous popularity of Thaelmann 
among the masses of German 
workers, to whom the campaign 
to free him is one of the main 
rallying points, makes the risk too 
great, this group contends. But 


Goebbels, realizing the desperate 
position of the Nazis in this crisis, 
is willing to gamble everything 
and only one thing can stop the 
Nazi plan for a sudden quick trial 
with a death sentence railroaded 
while the press launches a mass 
of forged “evidence” and ‘special 
propaganda to cover the move. 


The one thing is the increased 
world, -par- 


wy 


